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LVJUSD AND FOUNDATIONS PARTNER TO SUCCESSFULLY DELIVER INNOVATIVE
SHAKESPEARE CURRICULUM TO 400 SECOND GRADE STUDENTS
All Second Graders to Experience New Program with Livermore Shakespeare Festival this School Year

December 21st, Livermore, California — During the 2014/15 school year, Livermore Shakespeare Festival piloted a 10-
week program at Joe Michell K-8 School. The pilot program was funded by the Severns Family Foundation. The program
is part of “So Wise So Young” an in-school education program featuring teaching artists who come to the school, and
deliver a 50-minute lesson once each week for 10 weeks. The pilot program was so successful, that the Wente
Foundation for Arts Education and the Livermore Valley Education Foundation provided additional funding to expand the
program to all second grade classrooms throughout the District. “Theater is actually a perfect way of integrating common
core standards with the curriculum,” says Lisa Tromovitch, Producing Artistic Director of the Livermore Shakespeare
Festival. As districts around the country explore innovative and engaging curricula that are aligned to the Common Core
State Standards, the Livermore Valley has leveraged the internal resources of the community to create an engaging arts-
based curriculum that is directly aligned to the common core learning outcomes.

“We are happy to support Livermore Shakespeare Festival with funds raised at the 21t annual Livermore Valley Wine
Auction, a wonderful event that raises money for local children’s charities. We're thrilled that Livermore Shakespeare
Festival will bring their program to many more Livermore students this year,” says Christine Wente, President of the The
Wente Foundation’s Board of Directors.

The 10-week program builds upon Lois Burdett's version of A Midsummer Night's Dream for Kids (Shakespeare can be
fun!). “Second graders are learning new words all the time,” says Elissa Stebbins, one of the teaching artists who is
delivering the program, “they don’t know the difference between a regular hard word and a Shakespeare hard word, so
they have an easier time accessing and absorbing the vocabulary,” Stebbins continued. The program uses puppets,
acting, imagination and play-based learning to engage kinetic, auditory and tactile modalities. “We quickly realized from
the pilot program that there was major potential in this dynamic, multi-modal curriculum,” says Cindy Alba, Assistant
Superintendent of Educational Services. The program has been delivered at four elementary schools in the District this
fall trimester, with the six remaining elementary schools scheduled to receive the new program in the spring trimester.
The new program has received rave reviews from students, teachers and parents alike.

What began as a one-classroom pilot program will now engage all 926 second grade students in 37 classrooms by the
end of the school year. "The Livermore Valley Education Foundation is delighted to partner with Livermore Shakespeare
Festival, the Wente Foundation for Arts Education in making this fantastic program available. 'So Wise So Young'is a
great example of how community organizations can come together to help enrich our children's education," says David
Jonas, President of The Livermore Valley Education Foundation.

ABOUT LIVERMORE VALLEY JOINT UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

The Livermore Valley Joint Unified School District serves approximately 12,600 students in transitional kindergarten
through the 12th grade in eight elementary schools, two K-8 schools - including one school with the International
Baccalaureate program, three middle schools, two comprehensive high schools, and two alternative schools. Our
teachers offer inspiring programs that prepare students to contribute and thrive in their community. For more information
about the Livermore Valley Joint Unified School District please visit www.livermoreschools.com




ABOUT LIVERMORE SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL

Inspired by William Shakespeare, who through the rhetoric and poetry of the English language, gave voice to the deepest
experience of being human, Livermore Shakespeare Festival are committed to producing professional theater in the
community. They produce and support theatrical events that celebrate the human experience. We create a company that
is accessible and fully integrated with the Tri-Valley community; and invite the participation of our Central Valley and
Greater Bay Area neighbors. For more information about Livermore Shakespeare Festival visit www.livermoreshakes.org

ABOUT WENTE FOUNDATION FOR ARTS EDUCATION

The mission of the Wente Foundation for Arts Education is to provide support for arts education programs in the Livermore
Valley. The Wente Foundation for Arts Education extends the Wente family’s legacy of leadership in the wine industry to
the world of philanthropy by meeting a financial need and creating opportunities for talented students. For more
information about the Wente Foundation for Arts Education please visit www.wentefoundation.org

ABOUT LIVERMORE VALLEY EDUCATION FOUNDATION

The mission of the Livermore Valley Education Foundation is to champion exceptional educational opportunities for all
LVJUSD students through the generosity of our community. LVEF envisions itself as a comprehensive community
resource, enriching the educational experience for all students to reach their full potential. For more information about the
Livermore Education Foundation please visit www.livermorevalleyeducationfound.wordpress.com

ABOUT SEVERNS FAMILY FOUNDATION

The mission of the Severns Family Foundation is to Support Northern California community needs in the areas of
education and environmental awareness.
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